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DESIGN CRAFTED FOR
CONTEMPORARY LIVING.

INCREDIBLE NATURE,

A RICH CULTURAL HERITAGE
AND GENEROUS PEOPLE:
AMES WAS BORN OUT OF A DEEP
LOVE FOR COLOMBIA.

BY CONNECTING LEADING

A







: K AT ame -’3 ficts arevdeveloped and made in true
Ty vast d@’Serts and’l mdt' Walleyssthe ame ' partnership with local artesanos and artesanas,
= collection reflects the cou S dlver3|ty and beauty, the Colombian craftspeople. Their skills, care and
: translated into modern pieces that will en h know-how ensure that every ames product is finished
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Oﬁr Story

Our Story °

Ames is a family-run brand founded by Ana Maria

Calderon Kayser with her husband Karl-Heinz in 2006.

Ana Maria was born and raised in Colombia and

has long been a passionate collector of objects made
using traditional crafts. As a teenager, she lived for
one year with a family that owned a furniture factory

in Germany, which sparked her curiosity in how the
masterful combination of form and function can make
truly beautiful design pieces.

She started ames with the vision to create products
that spread Colombian joie de vivre around the
world, inspiring curiosity in the traditions of her

motherland and, by using them to create modern
living collection, attracting new generations to learn
the centuries-old crafts.

In 2015, ames launched the first designs by Sebastian
Herkner. Over the last years, Mae Engelgeer, Pauline
Deltour and Cristina Celestino joined the ames family
as collaborators. Every one of them introduced

their personal interpretation of the ames ethos, finding
inspiration in one of the many facets of Colombia’s
heritage and nature while studying the extraordinary
craftsmanship.

A CELEBRATION
OF COLOMBIA

Some of the ames partner ateliers are located in towns
in the Andes mountains of the Narino region.
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Barro Pot 1, Barro Pot 2, Barro Tray 1, Barro Tray 2, Barro Vase
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Barro Mini, Mochila Bag, Nido Cushion,
et, Ruana Blanket and Jipi
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Accessories and Textiles
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Our Designers 45

CREATIVE MINDS MEET
ANCIENT CRAFTS

Ames is proud to introduce leading contemporary
designers to the craftspeople of Colombia. The result
is an inspiring dialogue between creative minds

and skillful makers, leading to products with a truly
unique character, as each designer brings a unique
point of view to ames.

Since 2015, Ana Maria has invited several designers
to collaborate with ames. It started with Sebastian
Herkner joining the ames team on a trip to Colombia,
where Ana Maria showed him workshops across
the country. He could see how the artisans work in
person and gain a better understanding of the
Colombian way of living. Inspired by this trip, the
German designer came up with a series of rugs
and accessories, followed by the Caribe furniture
series one year later and many more exciting
collections since then.

Over the years, more incredible talents started
working with ames — each collaboration beginning in

an exploration of Colombian crafts and materials.
Pauline Deltour accompanied Ana Maria Calderon
Kayser on a trip to Colombia to visit different
workshops and ateliers. The French designer got to
see how the artisans work with the fibres of the
fique plant to create beautiful objects.

Dutch textile designer Mae Engelgeer delved into
Colombian weaving and techniques and applied them
to create enticing rugs, cushions and blankets that
feature multi-dimensional textures.

Cristina Celestino, one of the most prolific
contemporary ltalian designers, studied the
traditional palm weave ornaments found in Atlantico,
aregion in northern Colombia. With her eye for
modern, poetic shapes, she translated them into a
series of original furniture and decorative objects.

To see all products a designer has made for ames,
visit amesliving.de

Our creative collaborators clockwise from top-left: Sebastian Herkner,
Cristina Celestino, Pauline Deltour, Mae Engelgeer.



Sustainability and Community 47

OLD TRADITIONS
HELP BUILD
NEW PERSPECTIVES

From sourcing raw materials to making the final
products, ames only works with small manufacturers
and family businesses throughout the entire
production chain. This commitment directly supports
keeping the knowledge of the artesanos alive,
enabling investment into necessary equipment and
logistics infrastructure. ‘Colombia’s crafts are based
on the traditional knowledge of the master artesanos’,
says Ana Maria. ‘Thanks to the success of ames,
young people in Colombia again show an interest in
their grandmother’s knowledge and begin to work

in the workshops.’

Together with the designers and manufacturers,
ames has established wide-ranging standards

to make all production processes as environmentally
friendly as possible. Most of the raw materials are
sourced from Colombia. All PVC strings are made
from recycled plastic, and ames uses natural pigments
or dyes with low impact on the environment for our
textiles.

Ames is proud to help keep old traditions alive while
creating jobs with fair wages in Colombia. Many
young people from provinces with political conflicts
or high unemployment have moved to Bogota. Ames
can offer some of them the chance to build a
foundation for a better life by teaching them the art
of weaving in the traditional Mamposino style.

The increased demand for our furniture has enabled
ames to offer short apprenticeships in our workshops
where the colourful PVC-webbing of our furniture is
woven. Children learn the basics of these techniques
often in school. Our master artesanos teach the
young adults taking part in the program how to create
more refined patterns and perfect their finishes.
After a few months of training, they can then take on
more work as weavers and earn a decent living by
producing furniture. The most talented apprentices
will set up their own ateliers — and ames takes them
on as suppliers, as the interest in our products
continues to grow.












